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Amendments to the riaims: 

Claims t - 5 (canceled) 

Claim 6 (currently amended): A method for providing a subscriber with a requested level of 
service on a packet network and for settling costs for resources allocated according to said requested 
level of service, said method comprising: 

storing a subscriptiop level of service for said subscriber; 

receiving a message from a user of said packet network requesting said requested level of service, 
said requested level of service different from said subscription level of service: 

responsive to said receiving of said message, allocating resources of said packet network 
corresponding to ?aid requested level of service; 

receiving data from, and tr an<ttr>ifhr> p data to. said subscriber using said resources allocated 
correspond f> tn <za \d requested level of service: and 

based on a received request, allocating costs for providing said requested level of service to at least 
one of $aid subscriber and T he method of claim 5 wherein said another station is ■ a station in 
communication with said subscribe r, said station in communication with said subscriber using said 
resource s allocat e d corr e sponding to said request e d level of servic e. 

Claim 7 (currently amended): The method of claim £[[1]] wherein each of said requested 
level of service and said subscription level of service is indicative of at least one of a type of service, 
a class of service, a priority of service and a bandwidth. 

Claim 8 (currently amended): The method of claim 6[[1]] wherein said user is one of said 
subscriber and said nnoth e r station - 

Claim 9 (currently amended): A method of enabling a subscriber to use resources on a packet 
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netwo rk and to allocate costs for said resources , said resources indicative of a requested level of 
service, said method comprising: 

transmitting a request to said packet network indicative of said requested level of servic e for said 
subscriber, said requested level of service different from a subscription level of service provided to 
said subscriber by a service subscription of said subscriber and 

transmitting a request to said packet network indicative of a desired a llocation of costs for providing 
said requested level of service, said desired allocation of costs being different from an allocation of 
costs subscribed to bv said subscriber. 

rosponaive to said request transmitted, rec e iving notification of r e sourc e s allocatod on said packet 
notwork, said resources corr e sponding to said r e quested level of servic e ; and 

transmitting data to, and roooiving data from, said packet network using paid resourc e s allocat e d . 

Claim 10 (original); The method of claim 9 wherein said transmitting is responsive to a 
request received directly or indirectly from said subscriber. 

Claim 1 1 (original): The method of claim 9 further comprising: 

prior to said transmitting, allocating resources of said packet network according to said subscription 
level of service. 

Claim 12 (currently amended): The method of claim £[[10]] wh e r e in said request further 
compris[[es]]ing: a request for settling said costs associat e d with said 

receiving notification of at least one of allowance of said desired allocation of costs, and allocation 
of resources allooatc d on said packet network corresponding to said requested level of service; and 

transmitting data to. and receiving data from, said packet network using said resources at said 
requested level of service with said desired allocation of costs . 

Page 4 of 14 



PAGE 6/16 ' RCVD AT 411312004 4:16:07 PHI [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVR:USPTO-EFXRM0 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:41 6 ' DURATION (mm-ss):04-02 



13-Apr-2004 03:10pm Frcra-438 UNIVERSITY AVE I5TH FL 2 416 T-494 P. 007/016 F-795 



Serial No.: 09/635,073 
Art Unit: 2666 

Amendment dated April 13, 2004 
Reply to Office Action January 13, 2004 

Claim 13 (currently amended): The method of claim 9 wherein each said request is 
transmitted by one of said subscriber and another station. 

Claims 14-16 (canceled) 

Claim 17 (currently amended): A media gateway in a packet network, said media gateway 
providing communication between a first station and said packet network and a second media 
gateway providing communication between a second station and said packet network, said media 
gateway adapted to: 

allocate resources for said first station, said resources forming a first connection providing 
communication from said media gateway over said packet network to said second media gateway, 
said first connection adapted to provide a first service level; 

transmit a request for communication with said second station, said request providing network 
connection information about said first connection and said first service level; 

receive a message providing network connection information about a second connection and a 
second service level, said second service level associated with said second connection, said second 
connection providing communication between said second media gateway and said packet network; 

modify said first connection to provide said second service level; 

tnrasmil data received from said first station destined for said second station to §[[said]] network 
address of said second media gateway using said first connection; and 

transmit data received from said second station destined for said first station to a[[said]] network 
address of said first media gateway using said second connection. 

Claim 18 (original): The media gateway of claim 17 further adapted to: 

prior to said allocating, receiving a service request from said first station, said service request 

Page 5 of 14 



PAGE 7/16*RCVD AT 4/13/20044:16:07 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 1 SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/0 * DNIS:8729306 ■ CSID:416* DURATION (mm-ss):0442 




13-Apr-2004 03:10pm Frcn-438 UNIVERSITY AVE 15TH FL 2 416 T-494 P. 008/016 F-795 



Serial No.: 09/635,073 
AitUnii: 2666 

Amendment dated April 1 3, 2004 
Reply to Office Action January 13, 2004 

requesting said first level of service; and 

wherein said allocating is responsive to said service request received. 

Claim 19 (currently amended): The media gateway of claim 17 wherein said service request 
further comprises a request for a settlement procedure for said modification of said first connection; 
and further comprising prior to said roooiving confirma Etea? transmitting a settlement message 
requesting that costs of associating said first connection with said second service level be allocated 
according to said settlement procedure. 

Claim 20 (original): The media gateway of claim 17 wherein said media gateway and said 
second media gateway are serviced by a single media gateway controller. 

Claim 21 (original): The media gateway of claim 1 7 further adapted to: 

receive a modification request triggered by one of said first station, said second media gateway, a 
media gateway controller, said second station and a third party; and 

modify said first connection responsive to said modification request. 

Claim 22 (original): The media gateway of claim 17 further adapted to: 

receive a modification request from a media gateway controller; and 

modify said first connection responsive to said modification request. 

Claim 23 (original): A media gateway controller in a data network, said media gateway 
controller for establishing communication between a first media gateway and a second media 
gateway over a packet network, said first media gateway servicing a first station and said second 
media gateway servicing a second station, said media gateway controller adapted to: 

receive a request from said first media gateway, said request requesting a level of service for a 
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connection for communication between said first media gateway and said second media gateway, 
an address for a second station and a first network address associated with said connection 
terminating at said first media gateway, said first station subscribing to a subscription level of service 
different from said level of service requested; 

transmit a communication request to said second media gateway, said communication request 
requesting said second media gateway allocate resources for communicatibn between said second 
media gateway and said first media gateway over said packet network for said connection; 

receive from said second media gateway a network address associated with said connection 
terminating at said second media gateway; 

transmit to said first media gateway a response to said request, said response indicating a level of 
service to be provided to said first station in view of said service level requested; and 

said connection comprising an upstream connection for transmissions from said first media gateway 
to said second media gateway and a downstream connection for transmissions from said second 
media gateway to said first media gateway. 

Claim 24 (currently amended): The media gateway controller of claim 23 wherein said media 
gateway controller communicates with said second media gatewav [[MG]] via a second media 
gateway controller 

Claim 25 (original): The media gateway controller of claim 23 wherein said service level 
provided for said upstream connection is different from said service level provided for said 
downstream connection . 

Claim 26 (original): The media gateway controller of claim 23 further adapted to: 

receive a request to modify said connection, said request indicating modification of at least one of: 
said level of service of said upstream connection; said level of service of said downstream 
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connection; and allocation of costs of said connection. 

Claim 27 (original): The media gateway controller of claim 23 wherein said first media 
gateway and said second media gateway are serviced by said media gateway controller. 

Claim 28 (original): The media gateway controller of claim 23 wherein said level of service 
to be provided is different from: said requested level of service; and said subscription level of 
service. 

Claim 29 (original): The media gateway controller of claim 23 further adapted to: 

transmit to said first media gateway a message requesting modification of said level of service of 
said connection to be provided to said first station, said modification modifying said level of service 
to be provided to said requested level of service. 

Claim 30 (original): A computer readable media containing software for a media gateway 
in a packet network, said media gateway communicating with a first station and said packet network 
and a second media gateway communicating with a second station and said packet network, said 
computer readable media adapting said media gateway to: 

allocate resources to said first station, said resources forming a first communication connection 
providing communication between said media gateway and said packet network, said first 
communication connection adapted to provide a first service level; 

transmit a request for communication with said second station, said request providing network 
connection information about said first communication connection and said first service level; 

receive a message providing network connection information about a second communication 
connection and a second service level, said second service level associated with said second 
communication connection, said second communication connection providing communication 
between said second media gateway and said packet network; 
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receive confirmation of modification of said first connection, said modification adapting said first 
connection to provide said second service level; 

transmit data received from said first station and destined for said second station using said first 
communication connection; and 

transmit data received from said second station and destined for said first station using said second 
communication connection- 
Claim 31 (currently amended): A method of allocating costs associated with providing 
communication between a user of a packet network and said packet network, said method 
comprising: 

receiving from a station a request for a modification to a service level associated with a connection 
providing communication between said user and said packet network; 

responsive to said request, modifying said s e rvic e lovol associated with said connection; 

receiving a modified settlement procedure which differs from a settlement procedure su bscribed to 
by[[Jfrorn]] said station; and 

determining whether said modified settlement procedure can be ac commodated: 

if said modified settlement procedure can be accom modated , modifying said service level associated 
with said connection: and 

allocating costs associated with said modifying in accordance with said modified settlement 
procedure. 

Claim 32 (currently modified): The method of claim 3 1 wherein said station is one of said 
user and another station and said modified settlement procedure is received from one of said user 
and said another station . 
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Claim 33 (currently amended): The method of claim 3 1 wherein «M Httteimitiiu p Allocating 
comprises: 

transmitting said modified s ettlement procedure to a network element in said packet network, said 
network element responsible for collecting call detail infoimation; and 

receiving fam said network element a response that a n acknowl e dg e ment of rocoipt of said modified 
settlement procedure transmitted to said network elemen t is allowable . 

Claim 34 - 36 (canceled) 

Claim 37 (withdrawn): A bridge in communication with a packet network, said bridge 
adapted to: 

establish a first connection with a first station over said packet network, said first connection adapted 
to provide a first service level; 

establish a second connection with a second station over said packet network, said second connection 
adapted to provide a second service level; and 

modify said first connection such that said first connection is adapted to provide said second service 
level. 

Claim 38 (withdrawn): The bridge of claim 36 further adapted to: 

provide communications received from said first station to said second station and communications 
received from said second station to said first station. 

Claim 39 (withdrawn): The bridge of claim 36 further adapted to: 

receive instructions from one of said first station, said second station and a third party requesting at 
least one of a new service level and a new settlement procedure; and 
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implementing said instructions received. 
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